Relation of lymph-node metastasis to histopathologic appearance in oral cavity and oropharyngeal carcinoma: a case series and literature review.
A number of histopathologic parameters in squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity and oropharynx have been identified as having a statistically significant correlation with regional lymph-node metastasis. These parameters have been inconsistent and not readily reproducible. In an attempt to confirm these parameters, a retrospective analysis of 22 patients with T1 to T4 squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity and oropharynx was performed. Initially, these patients were managed with either wide local excision or surgical excision of the primary tumor combined with radical neck dissection. There was a minimum of 3 years of follow-up. Chi-square contingency tables and Fisher's Exact Test were used to correlate histopathologic parameters with lymph-node metastasis. Statistically significant correlations were found for tumor thickness and inflammatory infiltrate.